
A quick guide to the flowers at the 
Guilford Free Library’s native butterfly 

and pollinator garden. 



The Guilford Free Library’s Butterfly Garden has a variety of native plants that pollinators 
love (birds, bees, butterflies, and other bugs).  All listings include the common name(s) 
and scientific name.  Different plants bloom at different times, and some take more than 

one growing season to flower.  Visit throughout the year to see all the plant stages. 
early sunflower heliopsis helianthoides 

obedient plant physostegia virginiana 



Milkweed—An important host plant for monarch butterfly caterpillars and nectar 
and pollen source for all kinds of butterflies, bees, and other pollinators. 

common milkweed asclepias syriaca 

swamp/rose/pink milkweed asclepias incarnata 

butterfly weed asclepias tuberosa 



Milkweed—An important host plant for monarch butterfly caterpillars and nectar 
and pollen source for all kinds of butterflies, bees, and other pollinators. 

whorled milkweed asclepias verticillata 

purple milkweed asclepias purpurascens 

poke milkweed asclepias exaltata 



Grasses—An often overlooked yet vital component to a healthy pollinator garden, 
providing food and shelter for a variety of beneficial insects. 

awl-fruited oval sedge carex tribuloides 

prairie dropseed sporobolus heterolepis 

big bluestem andropogon gerardii 



Joe Pye Weeds—A butterfly favorite, this member of the aster family is easy to 
grow and its vanilla-scented flowers are irresistible for monarchs, swallowtails and 

many other butterflies. 
joe pye weed eutrochium maculatum 

hollow joe pye weed eutrochium fistulosum 



Black-eyed Susans—A very tough prairie plant, it is able to withstand high winds 
and tough soils. Often found in groups, these plants re-seed themselves easily and 

so appear to come back every year. 
wild golden glow rudbeckia laciniata 

orange coneflower rudbeckia fulgida 



The Guilford Free Library’s Butterfly Garden has a variety of native plants that 
pollinators love (birds, bees, butterflies, and other bugs). 

purple coneflower echinacea purpurea 

sneezeweed helenium autumnale 



Lobelias—these showy plants are great for attracting hummingbirds and readily 
self-seed in wetlands and other damp spaces, so they appear to return each year. 

cardinal flower lobelia cardinalis 

great blue lobelia lobelia siphilitica 



The Guilford Free Library’s Butterfly Garden has a variety of native plants that 
pollinators love (birds, bees, butterflies, and other bugs). 

bee balm/wild bergamot monarda fistulosa 

southern blue flag iris virginica variety shrevei 



The Guilford Free Library’s Butterfly Garden has a variety of native plants that 
pollinators love (birds, bees, butterflies, and other bugs). 

purple giant hyssop agastache scrophulariaefolia 

daisy fleabane erigeron strigosus 



Take a picture and send it to 
childrens@guilfordfreelibrary.org 
We’d love to identify our volunteer 

wildflowers! 


